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Capitalise on opportunity
AUSTRALIA’S skilled visa
migration program should,
and often does, play a crucial
role in assisting Australian
businesses to fill identified
skills shortages and improve
their business productivity.

With many local Hunter
Valley businesses either al-
ready operating in or seeking
exposure to foreign markets,
considering engaging over-
seas workers can offer new
international opportunities.

As a city of innovation and
aNational Geographic Smart
City, Newcastle is ideally
placed to capitalise on the
opportunities offered by the
digital revolution.

But applying for and ob-
taining Australian visas is a
complex process and poten-
tially expensive if not navi-
gated successfully.

“Poor quality applications
can lead to refusal, even
when the applicant may be
of high quality and essential
to the future of an Australian
business,” immigration law-
yer and Partner in Charge at
Hicksons Newcastle, Najeh
Marhaba said.

“And with non-refundable
visa application fees current-
ly running at up to $3755, a

refusal can be costly.
“Lodging a quality appli-

cation which addresses all
of the Department’s require-
ments is vital to not only
secure a visa grant, but also
to minimise the time and

money lost on unsuccessful,
poor quality applications.”

The NSW Business Cham-
ber has found that 25 per
cent of Hunter businesses
are currently experiencing
difficulties accessing suitably

qualified staff.
“For the one in four Hunt-

er businesses suffering from
skills shortages, recruitment
and retention issues, a di-
versified proactive approach
to resolving these issues

provides a way to ensure
the organisational capacity
to maximise opportunities
whilst protecting and im-
proving productivity,” Mr
Marhaba said.

Hicksons are committed
to creating sustainable value
for their clients. With a focus
on innovation, Hicksons de-
livers legal and consultancy
services and solutions to
assist government, organisa-
tions and individuals domes-
tically and throughout Asia.

In operation for over
65 years, and established
in Newcastle since 2006,
HIcksons also offers a mi-
gration assistance service
for people wanting to travel
to Australia to visit, migrate,
work or study, as well as
their sponsors.

Hicksons Newcastle has
two lawyers who are Regis-
tered Migration Agents – Mr
Marhaba and Kylie Wai. Na-
jeh speaks both English and
Arabic, and Kylie English
and Cantonese.

“Our breadth of expertise
is reflected in our diverse
practice groups and comple-
mented by our industry and
sector focus,” Mr Marhaba
said. “We work across ge-

ographies with smart tech-
nology to keep connected
to our clients and we pride
ourselves on our energy and
authenticity to drive client
solutions, attract and de-
velop talent and serve our
broader community.“

Newcastle also has a long
history of welcoming In-
ternational students. There
are over 7000 students from
around the world currently
enrolled at Newcastle Uni-
versity, and some seek to stay
longer after study.

“There are a number of
options for students and
their families to remain in
Australia after completing
their qualification, but with
the Department cancelling
almost 100,000 student visas
since 2010, it’s important
that international students
are aware of and abide by
their visa conditions,” Mr
Marhaba said.

“Our Agents also have a
focus on supporting inter-
national students, including
identifying potential resi-
dency pathways after course
completion.”

For more information,
ring (02) 4907 5600 or visit
www.hicksons.com.au.

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE: Hicksons Newcastle lawyer Kylie Wai is one of two Registered
Migration Agents at the firm who can can assist with migration matters.
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Hicksons Lawyers -
Migration Assistance

Service with a Legal Edge

Najeh Marhaba
Partner in Charge, Newcastle &
Registered Migration Agent
Languages - English & Arabic
(MARN: 1797 237)

Kylie Wai
Solicitor &
Registered Migration Agent
Languages - English & Cantonese
(MARN: 1797 097)

Creating Sustainable Value

+61 2 4907 5600
enquiries@hicksons.com.au

Using the combined resources of Hicksons teams,
we provide a migration assistance service for people
wanting to travel to Australia to visit, migrate, work

or study as well as their sponsors.

We provide advice and support to businesses
seeking to engage skilled workers.


